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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

August 3, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the virtual meeting to order at 6:00 pm on August 3, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Niki Delson, Member 
 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Ben Bohmfalk, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Laurie moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from June 29, 2020.  Meg seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There were no one present, not on the agenda, to address the Commission. 
 
ROARING FORK OUTDOORS VOLUNTEERS, CARBONDALE AREA 
PROJECTS UPDATE 
Jacob Baker from Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers (RFOV) gave a brief synopsis 
of the group and current projects in the greater Carbondale area.  One of Jacob’s 
goals is to nurture ongoing relationships with like-minded groups throughout the 
RFOV service area.  For 2020, the trail maintenance season didn’t begin until May 
due to the Covid-19 stay-at-home order, and new trails along Prince Creek and the 
Crown comprised the early season projects.  Upcoming projects include the 
restoration of bandit trails on Red Hill on August 4th and the construction of new 
connector trails between the upper and lower parking lots at Red Hill on August 16th.  
In total, volunteer hours for Carbondale projects between May 2019 and May 2020 
totaled 297.5 hours including staff, businesses, families, and civic groups.  Further, 
trails generally cost less per mile to build than a road, and the use of volunteers 
reduced that cost even more. 
 
Jacob also pointed out that the “O” in RFOV equals outdoors and several projects 
highlight that concept including the Basalt Library Pollinator Garden completed in 
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conjunction with the Buddy Program and the Basalt Library Teen Program, a 
connector trail linking Basalt High School and the Habitat for Humanity homes with 
the Light Hill trail, and the renovation of the swinging bridge trail in Basalt. 
 
RFOV is also partnering with Challenge Aspen and Ascendigo in order to build 
additional accessible trails through a program entitled “Trails and Ways.”  He pointed 
out that although not every trail can be built to accommodate every accessibility 
issue, the goal is to build a variety of trails that can satisfy many needs. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Niki asked if the RFOV Board had someone representing the older/vulnerable 
populations.  Jacob replied that while there wasn’t a specific representative, the 
Executive Director is over 60 and the greatest involvement comes from the older 
population, so he feels like those needs are well represented. 
 
UPDATE FROM KEVIN: 8th STREET 
Alta has completed the design phase of the contract and he feels like there are three 
good alternatives for the community to think about.  To complete the requirements 
of the contract the three options need to be distilled into one for consideration by the 
BOT.  The quandary that they are wrestling with is how to fulfill the community 
outreach contract requirement—Alta is currently not allowing their employees to 
engage face-to-face with the public but they have come up with a very user-friendly 
online platform that could fill that requirement.  Kevin still feels like there is a need 
for mask-to-mask input and suggested utilizing either the Farmer’s Market or evening 
closures at 4th and Main to solicit public comment. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Meg pointed out that utilizing the Farmer’s Market would be useful for disseminating 
information, but she prefers digital content in order to ensure that everyone that might 
be affected by changes to 8th Street has a chance to comment. 
 
Matt suggested using the Farmer’s Market to refer people to the digital platform. 
 
Niki asked how the LatinX community would be engaged, especially if comments are 
being solicited online.  She suggested publicizing the digital platform on KDNK and 
the Spanish language radio. 
 
Kevin assured Niki that everything will be bilingual, and that they will lean on local 
LatinX groups to disseminate the information.  He also suggested using door 
hangers along the affected portion of 8th Street to help spread the word, but also 
pointed out it is still up to the individual to provide input. 
 
Ben asked if it was possible to temporarily add delineators to the street to show 
people in three dimensions how the design options might look.  It would also get 
people’s attention and possibly prompt them to provide comments. 
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Kevin mentioned that they have acquired delineators and two of the designs would 
lend themselves to a physical demonstration. 
 
WHEEL CIRCLE RIGHT-OF-WAY, PLAN FOR COMMUNITY INPUT 
Matt opened this topic by asking for the Commission members input on not only how 
to get the word out to the community about the Wheel Circle right-of-way, but also to 
solicit feedback on how to move forward.  Looking at the mission statement of the 
BPTC, do the commission members think that this right-of-way will improve 
accessibility for that neighborhood? And if so, what is the correct approach to show 
support for this project to the BOT? 
 
Meg asked if a better graphic could be developed to illustrate what is being 
discussed; improving the graphic representation will also highlight the merits of the 
idea rather than add to the confusion. 
 
Niki agreed with Meg and asked if it was possible to schedule a site visit.  For her 
part, seeing the area in person will improve her ability to discussion this topic 
intelligently, and by extension it will allow her to see how it will affect transportation 
through that area. 
 
Matt asked Kevin what the best method was for public outreach.  Kevin replied that 
the best thing to do would be to reach out to the surrounding neighborhood with flyers 
or door hangers.  He also indicated that he would personally reach out to the owners 
of the two lots that would be affected. 
 
Matt suggested that the October agenda be dedicated primarily to this topic. 
 
BPTC ENGAGEMENT IN INDUSTRY WAY PLANNING PROCESS 
Matt introduced the discussion on the Industry Way round-about.  Specifically, he 
wanted to explore: 

• What is proposed for this intersection; 
• Why it was proposed; 
• How it affects the bike and pedestrian community. 

 
Kevin provided some background information by pointing out that the proposed 
round-about is part of the CDOT Highway 133 Access Control Plan (ACP) agreed to 
by the TOC.  The ACP is geared towards the highway intersections and addresses 
the functionality of the road, and there is no one factor that will trigger the 
construction of the round-about.  He assured the commission members that there 
will be a lengthy planning period and plenty of opportunities for comment prior to its 
construction. 
 
Ben suggested that the commission members review the proposed round-about in 
the context of the ACP. 
 
Niki mentioned that she and Laurie had completed a site visit at the new City Market 
development, and they identified several potential safety issues, especially where 
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the bike paths empty directly into west Main Street.  Other concerns include the lack 
of bike lanes, crosswalks, signage, or blinking lights.  Niki also asked about the status 
of the Lot 5A development and when that would go before the BOT. 
 
Matt reminded Niki that the proposed bike path and curb cut at the Lot 5A 
development were discussed at the last meeting, and this development has been 
approved by the BOT. 
 
Ben added that he had brought forward the concerns of the BPTC at the BOT 
meeting when the Lot 5A development was discussed.  The BOT discussed these 
concerns and approved the development. 
 
Kevin pointed out that the City Market project is not yet complete, and many of the 
missing elements noted by Niki and Laurie will be added within the coming weeks. 
 
Meg mentioned that as she rode around town with her family, one concern that she 
has is the lack of clarity in the safest connection from one trail to the next.  She 
thought additional signage would be helpful in identifying these safe routes. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Kevin informed the commission members that a recent vehicle/pedestrian accident 
at the Cowen Drive/Highway 133 crosswalk was not due to a design flaw in the 
flashing lights, but rather driver inattentiveness. 
 
Laurie asked is the commission members would be interested in meeting outside 
for the next BPTC meeting.  After a brief discussion and poll of the other 
commission members, it was decided that the next meeting would be virtual rather 
than face-to-face. 
 
Meg requested that commission members be mindful of the volume of their e-mail 
exchanges.  She also reminded commission members that many discussions 
should be saved for commission meetings so comments can be captured in the 
minutes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The August 3, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for October 5, 2020, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


